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St Joseph’s 

School 

Uniform Shop 

Open on Monday and Fridays 

8.30 am to 9.30 am 

 

Playgroup 

Friday - 10.00 am to 11.30 am 

 

Out of School Hours Care  

Daily   

7.30 am to 8.30 am  

and 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm  

Tuesday 2.45 pm to 6.00 pm  

 

Bookings essential 

Mobile:   0437 863 067 

 

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish  

Priest  -  Fr Marek Ptak CR 

Phone:   (08) 8447 3223 
 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6.30 pm 

Sunday  8.30 am  English  & 

10.30 am Polish 

 

Weekday 6.30 pm English & Polish 

Except Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Journey to Emmaus Program  

with students from  

St Patrick’s Mansfield Park 
 

We celebrated a great day together including a visit  

from guest speaker, Trent Hill. 
 



Principal News  

School Website Upgrade 

One of the projects I had been working on throughout Term 1 was the upgrade of our school website. The purpose of the upgrade was to 

make the site easier for those browsing to use, more informative and interactive for users, and appealing to those exploring St Joseph’s School 

as an option for the education of their children. I am very excited to announce that our school website upgrade went live during the last week 

of Term 1.  You can view our new website at:  www.stjotto.catholic.edu.au/ 
 

Student Safety and Wellbeing 

The Care, Wellbeing and Protection of Children and Young People policy can be found on our school website under Community, Welfare, Your 

Child’s Welfare. The policy outlines the key principles and responsibilities of Catholic schools to ensure a total community approach towards the 

protection of children and young people in their care. I encourage you to visit our website to view the full policy.  
 

The Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum, in a sense is the curriculum component of the Care, Wellbeing and Protection of Children and 

Young People policy and links directly to the Religious Education Curriculum, the Made in the Image of God Curriculum and our recent  

professional learning around the Kids Matter program. As part of our 2019 School Improvement Plan we will develop a preschool to Year 6  

Cycle to ensure all aspects of these important curriculum documents are covering throughout each child’s primary education.  
 

The Cyber Safety: Keeping Children Safe in a Connected World document can also be found on our school website under Community,  

Welfare, Your Child’s Welfare. The document aims to ensure a safe learning environment for all children when using ICTs and working online.  
 

If you have any questions around any of these documents or would like further clarification feel free to speak to your child’s classroom teacher, 

our APRIM Simon McCullough or myself.  
 

As part of our learning in recent years around the Kid’s Matter project, our school has registered on the Be You (formerly Beyond Blue) website 

to receive regular communication around professional learning opportunities to support the wellbeing of our children. The website also provides 

a range of resources and ideas to support the mental health and wellbeing of our young people. I encourage you to visit the website at 

https://beyou.edu.au/ and have a look for yourself.  
 

Curriculum News 

In this newsletter edition I have included two mathematical tasks which you might like to have a go at with your 

child/children at home.  

This week’s Mathematical tasks: 

Reception to Year 3 

How many different ways can you make 18? 

Years 4-7 

I am thinking of a number where the digits go odd, even, odd, even, etc. When I add all 

the digits together, the total is 25. What could my number be? 

Happy inquiry. 
 

Reading is also a core learning area here at St Joseph’s School. Children develop their reading skills, knowledge 

and understanding by reading regularly. At St Joseph’s School regular reading at home forms a major part of home-

work set each evening. Why not create regular timeslots throughout the week whereby all electronic devices in the 

home are turned off and members of the family spend 15 minutes reading together?   

Happy reading. 
 

Wakakirri 2019 

Roger Hughes will once again coordinate and choreograph our involvement in Wakakirri in 2019.  

Roger has many years of experience coordinating and choreographing school involvement in both 

Wakakirri and Junior Rock Eisteddfods. More than 40 of our children have expressed an interest in  

taking part in this year’s Wakakirri. Roger will work with this group of children each Thursday afternoon 

throughout Terms 2 and 3.  
 

Catholic Identity: The Church Season of Easter 

During the season of Easter, we celebrate the essence of our faith: Jesus Lives! Without this truth, faith falls apart and we, as church, become 

irrelevant. But we believe! Jesus Lives! And it is our privilege and responsibility to bear witness to the belief that Jesus lives among us. The Church 

season of Easter lasts for 7 weeks leading up to Pentecost. It is a time to celebrate the love of God in our lives and the gifts which have been 

given to us. The gifts of family, friends, freedom of choice and the environment, just to name a few. We see Jesus everyday through the actions 

of those around us. We can continue to live the word of Jesus through our interactions with others. The way we speak to each other, care for 

each other, value each other and allow those we are in disagreement with to maintain their dignity, are all ways we can live Jesus’ call to  

create a just and fair world for all people. 
 

Safety Message 

Students and families are reminded to be wary of approaches from strangers, especially when they are unaccompanied or travelling to and 

from school. If they are approached, students should not respond and should not accept offers of rides or gifts. Students should seek the  

assistance of other nearby adults if they feel unsafe and should report the event to a trusted adult (parent or school staff member) as soon as 

possible. SAPOL advises that taking out a mobile phone and calling police can deter the offender and they recommend the student making 

a formal report to their closest police station. 
 

NAPLAN Testing 

This year our Year 3 and Year 5 children will complete their NAPLAN testing online for the first time although the Year 3 Writing Test will continue 

to be a paper test. NAPLAN Online Testing will take place on Tuesday May 14 (Writing Test), Wednesday May 15 (Reading Test, Conventions of 

Language Test), Thursday May 16 (Numeracy Test) and Friday May 17 (Test Catch Up Day). 
 

Our school has been preparing to undertake NAPLAN Testing online since July 2018. In October 2018 our current Year 3 and 5 children were 

involved in a short online practice test to ensure children became familiar with the online format and to make sure our school infrastructure was 

able to cope with the online testing. This process was repeated again last term. So far preparations have been going to plan.   
 

Beginning in 2018, NAPLAN started a 3 year transition from paper testing to an online mode of testing. NAPLAN is a nationally developed  

program that provides schools, states and territories with information about how education programs are working and what areas need to be 

prioritised for improvement. NAPLAN tests are administered  

simultaneously in all schools across Australia and the content of the 

tests are aligned to the Australian Curriculum; English and  

Mathematics. NAPLAN Tests are just one of many assessments  

conducted at our school. If you would like further information about 

NAPLAN online testing this year feel free to come and see me.  

 

 

http://www.stjotto.catholic.edu.au/
https://beyou.edu.au/


Principal News continued 

 

Upcoming Parent Workshops with Mark LeMessurier 

Last year our school applied for a PIE Grant (Parent Initiatives in Education) 

and earlier this year we were informed that we were successful in   

obtaining the Grant. This has provided us with funds available to use for 

two Parent Workshops. 
 

We have engaged the wonderful expertise of Mark LeMessurier to facilitate both Parent Workshops this year.  

Having worked with Mark LeMessurier in the past, I know Mark is engaging and entertaining in his presentations. He is realistic and understands 

the Autism Spectrum deeply. I encourage you to place both of these dates in your diaries.  
 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s School will have a Reception intake at the start of Term 3 this year. Our Term 3 new Receptions will join our current R/1 classes.  

Places are limited, therefore if you would like your child to start Reception in Term 3 please make a time to have an enrolment interview with 

me. Alternatively you may know other families interested in enrolling their child/ren at our school. 
 

Just a reminder that the criteria for starting Reception on the first day of school in Term 3 is that a child will have turned 5 between May 1 and 

October 31 in that year. 
 

The criteria for starting Reception on the first day of school in Term 1 continues to be that a child will have turned 5 on or before April 30 in that 

year.  Children whose birthday falls between November 1 and December 31 are not eligible to commence school before the following year.  
 

Federal Election Update - Catholic Education’s Key Election Objectives 

Catholic schools are a vital part of Australia’s education landscape; from humble    

beginnings almost 200 years ago, Catholic Education is now the nation’s largest provider of education  

outside the government. 
 

The key national issues for Catholic Education at the upcoming federal election are: 

 increased capital funding 

 more resources for early childhood education 

 religious freedom in schools 

To find out more go to:  http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news/federal-election-2019 
 

 

May the love of God be with you as we continue to celebrate the Easter season. 

Working in partnership with you in the best interest of all our children. 

Shaun O’Leary.  

The first workshop, “A Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum; How does that feel for Parents, What does it Mean, What Next?” will be held on 

Wednesday 7 August at 6.00 pm in the School Hall. There is no cost to families. 

The second workshop, “Real Ideas to Tame Ugly Behaviours” will be held on Wednesday 18 September at 6.00 pm in the School Hall.  

Once again there is no cost to families. 

Library News 

PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE 

I'm pleased to announce that the following students have already completed the Premiers Reading Challenge for 2019.  

YEAR 6   Fiona, Ai-Linh, Nhu, Angelina, Amy , Jessica V, Xanthus, Anna H, Abie, Alex,  
 

YEAR 4/5  Lumai, Grent, Gian,Favian, Anubhav,Jordyn, Alyssa, Ethan, Raiden, Lily, KimAnh, Braydon, Anna Huynh,  
 

YEAR 2/3  Nhicole, Serena, Cindy, Sony, Isaac 

 

CAKE STALL 

Many thanks to the school students, staff and families who supported our cake stall. We raised $107. The Library Committee 

will choose $50 worth of books for our library and $57 goes to Project Compassion. 
 

BOOK CLUB 

Our only Book Club for the term has been sent home. These orders are due back by Monday 13 May. You can either order online if paying with 

credit card, or send cash and order in an envelope to school. Thank you for supporting this. 
 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 

Our school has registered for this Australia-wide initiative. We will read, as a school, the book ALPACAS WITH MARACAS. We will meet in the hall 

on Wednesday 22 May straight after recess to join in this National event #1millionkidsreading.  
 

MAY IS HISTORY MONTH 

Please look into local events that support our local history. There is lots happening during May. Just go to 

South Australia's History Festival web page for details.https://historyfestival.sa.gov.au/  Many events are free! 
 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS - BEST BORROWERS 

The following students won this award for their class  for borrowing from weeks 6-11 of term 1. The next 

awards will be presented at the end of week 5 Term 2. 

Keep reading! 

Deb Cashel 

R/1W - Khoi (10 books) R/1T - Haniya (10 books) 2/3D - Nhicole (40 books) 3/4H - Deng (16 books) 

4/5P - Raiden ( 22 books) 6S - Fiona Bui Nguyen (19 books)   

http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news/federal-election-2019
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistoryfestival.sa.gov.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctbrereton%40stjotto.catholic.edu.au%7C199031a69f25431c8ea208d6cdb8cf66%7C5807dd444ae44d4690bfcb1ba8e4d390%7C0%7C0%7C636922590970039276&sdata=6sbNWjYj


On May 24 at 10.00 am in the Church we will be at Mass to celebrate Our Lady Help of Christians. You are invited to join us there. 
 

 

Sports Day BBQ 

Thanks very much to Chris Harakos for cooking the barbecue on Sports Day and to the group of  

wonderful parents who helped to serve the food. 
 

Easter Raffle  

We thank you all for your donations and to Allison and Mary for wrapping the eggs up as prizes. It was 

a very successful fundraiser and great fun too.  
 

Mother’s Day 

Thanks to Bronwyn, Karina and Jane for organising and facilitating the Mother’s Day stall on 

Wednesday 8 May. We invite all Mothers, Grandmothers and Carers to a breakfast and blessing as 

part of our Friday Community Prayer on May 10. Please see the flyer sent home for details. 
 

 

Parents and Friends  

We now have many different groups of parents contributing to the life of our school community. Plans are underway for social events to be 

held throughout the year. We always have fantastic support with photography, other parents are joining in with excursions and classroom 

events which is fantastic. We value all contributions of your time, skills and support. While there is not a single group but many, we are seeing 

people help out wherever they can and hope that more from our parent community will do the same as we grow the spirit and friendships in 

our wonderful school. 
 

 

Tea and Coffee 

Please join us near the barrels each Tuesday morning for a chat and a tea or coffee.  

APRIM News  

Attention all Mothers, Grandmothers and Carers. 

You are invited to a breakfast and blessing 

Friday, 10 May.  

Time: 8:25am - 9am 

 Blessing - 8.45 am as part of our  community prayer 

Croissants , Danish’s tea, Coffee and juice are on the menu.  

Hope to see you there. 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Please remember check your OSHC statements. Parents may not be receiving CCS (Child Care Subsidy).  This can occur if you use OSHC        

casually. You will need to visit YOUR MyGov website to check messages. Follow the prompts in this message to go onto Centrelink website.  

Follow prompts to reactivate –confirming that you are using the OSHC service.  This will occur for casual attendance of the service.  

Centrelink is just confirming that you are using the service.  
 

In June we will be visited by the Red Cross and the children will do an activity decorating a pillow case and the topic of discussion will be; 

‘Pillow Case Project: Disaster preparedness for kids’ 
 

Also, please remember the no hat no play policy in the school and OSHC. Parents please supply a hat for your child to use in OSHC. Children 

can leave this hat in their bag for use when they attend. I will not be letting children into their classrooms to retrieve their school hats.  
 

Please feel welcome to visit OSHC, where children are in a safe supervised environment.  Where learning happens while children play, have fun 

and make new friends. 
      

Thank you for your cooperation. Have a great week.  
 

Mieke        

OSHC Coordinator           

OSHC News  



Entertainment Book 

St Joseph's School - Ottoway 

is fundraising with Entertainment! 
 

Your support really helps our School  

 

On Thursday afternoon each eldest child will be given an Entertainment book to take home  for parent to have a look at.  

If you wish to purchase the book please send the $70 back to the office or if you do not wish to purchase the book please 

return the book back to the office.  If you have any question please not hesitate to give Tanya a call on 8447 4969 

 

Notice Board 




